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Right wing attacks on teacher and public employee unions
Largest global union celebrates 25 years of supporting teachers
__________________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour report recorded on Monday February 19, 2018. I’m Marc Belanger.
The attacks against unions, especially public employee and teacher unions around the world, are growing in intensity. In the United States for example, anti-union forces funded by billionaires have brought a case to the country’s Supreme Court which could have devastating effects on union finances. The case focusses on so-called  fair share fees. These are fees paid by workers who have opted not to join the union in their workplace but still have to pay for the cost of collective bargaining, which they benefit from. One of the unions which would be severely affected if the case goes against the unions is the American Federation of Teachers.  The AFT represents some 1.7 million teachers and other education workers. Candice Owley is the AFT’s vice-president.
(audio: owley)

The largest global union in the world, Education International, is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. EI was formed when the two major teacher international organizations merged under the leadership of General-Secretary Fred Van Leeuwen, who is stepping down this month. Sharan Burrow is the General-Secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation. The ITUC represents national union centres such as the Ghana Trades Union Congress at the world level. Ms Burrow sent a video greeting to members of EI who gathered in Brussels recently to celebrate the anniversary of the global union.

(audio: sharan)

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. Follow us on Twitter @radioloabour I’m marc Belanger. Thanks you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

