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Millions of immigrants in the US need their stories told
Huge cement multinational reneges on global framework agreement
_______________________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour report recorded on January 16, 2018. I’m Marc Belanger.

In the United States much of the political discourse recently has been focussed on immigration and migration. There are 11 million undocumented immigrants in the country. There are also about 700,00 young people who are facing deportation because their parents brought them to the US as children. They know no other country. To fight the growing right-wing attack on immigrants the American labour movement is highlighting the valuable role immigrants play in the social and economic fabric of the country. One of the ways the AFL-CIO – the largest labour federation in the country - is fighting back is to focus on the stories immigrants tell about their lives before and after they immigrated to the US. Tefere Gebre is the Executive Vice-President of the AFL-CIO. Mr. Gebre escaped from Ethiopia as a young man and ended up as one of the top labour leaders of the American labour movement. 
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One of the most powerful tools global unions have as they try to win better wages and working conditions for the workers of multinationals is global framework agreements. These agreements do not replace local bargaining. Instead they commit the company to respect general principles such as the right to join a union. Until just recently two global unions thought they had a global agreement ready to be signed by LafargeHolcim a huge cement company which employs some 90,000 workers around the world. The company agreed to sign a global framework agreement but then renege on its offer. One of the unions which thought it had an agreement was IndustriALL. Matthias Hardwick is head of IndustiALL’s Mechanical Engineering and Material Industries department.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour.org. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

