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Chinese corporations are spending billions in Africa
Trade unions say labour rights not being respected
__________________________________________

Hello, I’m Marc Belanger

This is a RadioLabour report recorded on Tuesday July 31, 2018. I’m Marc Belanger.

In Africa labour unions are growing increasingly concerned about Chinese investment and respect for workers’ rights. Chinese trade with Africa totals more than 200 billion dollars - which is twice the level of US-African trade. And that Chinese-African trade is expected to double by 2020. To better understand the situation for unions in Africa when it comes to Chinese state and corporate investment I talked to Crecentia Mofokeng. (crew-chen-tia Mofokeng) Ms Mofokeng is the Regional Representative for Africa and Middle East of the Building and Woodworkers International global union. BWI represents 12 million union members in 130 countries who are engaged sectors such as forestry, energy and construction. I asked Ms Mofokeng to describe the extent of Chinese investment in Africa.
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Are there problems related to the workers employed by Chinese companies.?

(audio)

Many African countries have negotiated agreements with Chinese state and corporate entreprises. Have unions been involved in these agreements?

(audio)

What has BWI been doing to help the employees of Chinese corporation in Africa?

(audio)
One of the tools the international labour movement has been using to negotiate with multinationals is Global Framework Agreements. These agreements don’t replace local bargaining but go a long way to having companies respect workers’ rights. Is BWI trying to negotiate these sorts of traditional Global Framework Agreements with Chinese companies?

(audio)
And that's it: International labour news you can use. You can find more labour news on our website at www.radiolabour.net.  Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I'm Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember it's all about global solidarity.
