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Huge deal to cover 70 per cent of world’s trade in services
TiSA will lock in the demands of global corporations
How labour is fighting back to protect workers
_______________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour special report recorded on March 20, 2018. I’m Marc Belanger.
Governments and multinational corporations have been negotiating a huge trade deal called the Trades in Services Agreement, TiSA. 22 governments plus the European Union, are part of the negotiations. They include Australia, Canada and the United States. If implemented TiSA would cover 70 per cent of the world’s trade in services. To help unions and their members understand the potential effects of the deal the International Union of Foodworkers, the IUF, commissioned a comprehensive analysis of TiSA. I talked to Jane Kelsey, the author of the report. Dr. Kelsey is a professor of law at the University of Auckland in New Zealand. I asked her to explain the basics of TiSA and who is promoting the agreement.

(audio)

Q> There are workers who say that because they are involved in manufacturing or agriculture that an agreement about services does not affect them. How do you respond to that argument?
And that’s it: international labour news you can use. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

