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Global digital platforms taking over world’s services
Trade in Services Agreement solidifies corporate control
_____________________________________________

This is a RadioLabour special report recorded on Wednesday March 21, 2018. I’m Marc Belanger.

Labour unions are warning that a huge trade deal being negotiated in secret will lead to more corporate control of the global economy, perilous jobs and a disconnect between employers and their workers. The Trade in Services Agreement, TiSA is being negotiated by 21 governments plus the European Union. If implemented it would cover 70 per cent of the world’s trade in services.  To alert people about the dangers of TiSA the global union IUF commissioned a report on the agreement. IUF represents some 2 and a half million workers around the world who are employed in food industries, agriculture, hotels and other sectors. I talked to Jane Kelsey about the report she wrote for the IUF. Dr Kelsey is a professor of law at the University of Auckland in New Zealand. In her report she discuss the rise of digital platforms such as Amazon and Facebook and how TiSA would give them even more influence on global trade. 

(audio)

You say in your report that TiSA – the Trade in Services Agreement - is about power. What do you mean by that? 
An extended version of my interview with Dr. Kelsey is available on the RadioLabour website at www.radiolabour.net
And that’s it: international labour news you can use. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

