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Mitsubishi tries to break Thai electric union
Workers forced into humiliation for their jobs
_____________________________________
This is a RadioLabour report recorded on Monday, November 19, 2018. I’m Marc Belanger.
The giant multinational Mitsubishi is trying to break a union in Thailand and illegally refusing to re-instate workers after a lockout. The Electric Consumer Products division of Mitsubishi in Thailand locked out 1,700 workers in December 2017. The workers are members a union affiliated to the Confederation of Thai Electrical Appliances, Electronic, Automobile and Metalworkers, which operates under its acronym TEAM. The lockout ended in January 2018 but the company took extraordinary measures to humiliate the workers and the union’s leaders. It made the workers attend a four day camp at a military facility to learn what the company called “discipline and order”.  29 workers – mostly union leaders or activist supporters of the union have not been reinstated.

To learn more about the situation at the Mitsubishi Electric plant I talked to three Thai labour leaders: Yongyuth Mentapao, President of TEAM, Chalee Loysoong TEAM’s General Secretary and Somsee Courtiran the General Secretary of the workers’ union. I asked Mr Courtiran to describe what Mitsubishi did to the workers when it ended the lockout. We talked through an interpreter. 
And that's it: International labour news you can use. You can find more labour news on our website at www.radiolabour.net.  Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I'm Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember it's all about global solidarity. 
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What are some of the issues in the dispute?
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Is Mitsubishi trying to break the union?

(audio)

What can unions around the world do to help the Mitsubishi workers in Thailand. I understand that Mitsuibishi is an official partner of the Olympics. Can that be a pressure point?
An online campaign to support the Mitsubishi workers in Thailand hs been started by LabourStart, the labour movements’ news and campaigning serivce. YOu can find the peition at www.labourstart.org
And that's it: International labour news you can use. You can find more labour news on our website at www.radiolabour.net.  Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I'm Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember it's all about global solidarity.

