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eSwatini – former Swaziland – holds sham elections
How the rights of women are abused in the country

_________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour report recorded on Monday September 24, 2018. I’m Marc Belanger.
Results from the recent electoral process in eSwatini – formerly known as Swaziland – have not been released, but the outcome is quite clear: King Mswati III will continue to be the country’s leader. Mswati is the last absolute monarch in Africa. The so-called elections, which were held on Friday September 21, have been condemned by many as a sham. No political parties were are allowed to participate, almost all of the so-called candidates were running as individuals supporting the king, and no overt campaigning was allowed. What’s more Mswahiti can directly appoint members of the legislature.  Much of the opposition to Mswati’s rule has come from the labour movement. Banned for years the Trade Union Congress of Swaziland – TUCOSWA – is now legally recognized but it faces almost insurmountable opposition from the government. I talked to Girlie Magagula about the situation in eSwatini. Ms Magagula is the organizing secretary for TUCOSWA’s women’s committee. I asked her about respect for human rights in eSwatini, especially the rights of women.

(audio)

What is TUCOSWA doing to help the workers of the country since its re-registration as a legally recognized labour federation?

(audio)

And that's it: International labour news you can use. You can find more labour news on our website at www.radiolabour.net.  Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I'm Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember it's all about global solidarity.
